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TOWARD A MASS CIRCULATION OF 
SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY 


Intensify the Drive for 10,000 New Readers 


Readers of SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY demand a larger maga- 
zine. The editorial board is completely in sympathy with this need. 
The F.S.U. Convention adopted plans for a circulation campaign 
to increase our readers to 50,000 by the end of 1934, which will 
enable us to enlarge the magazine from 20 to 32 pages. The first 
task in this campaign is to get 10,000 new readers by June 1. 

When we have increased the circulation from 22,000 to 32,000, 
we can print a 24-page issue. Adding 4 pages will make the 
magazine easier to sell, more interesting. But many S.R.T. shock 
brigaders are not satisfied to wait until we reach that goal—they 
want a 24-page issue at once. But at present the magazine is barely 
self-sustaining. If we are to increase the size of S.R.T., a fund 
must be created to finance it. 

Therefore the New York F.S.U. branches decided to challenge 
all other branches in socialist competition, not only in getting subs 
and increasing sales through newsstands, at meetings, etc., but in 
raising money to make possible a 24-page APRIL issue. Already 
various N. Y. branches have arranged affairs—the Yorkville, Mid- 
town, Downtown, Pelham Parkway, Grand Central and Mosholu 
branches. Thus far about $100 has been raised. 

But once we have printed 24 pages we do not want to go back to 
20. Therefore it will be necessary for all F.S.U. members to aid in 
building this fund. Which branch will help the most? 


Do You Want a Free Trip to the Soviet Union? 


In the sub campaign, which will end on June 1, the individual 
sending in the most subscriptions will receive a free trip to the 
Soviet Union—providing we reach the goal set by the Convention, 
of 10,000 new readers, including in this number 3,000 new subs. If 
this is not accomplished, the first prize will be a set of 10 books 
on the Soviet Union, to the value of $25. The second prize will be 
your choice of any 5 books, or a year’s sub to the Moscow Daily 
News or any Russian article, imported from the U.S.S.R., to the 
value of $10 (Russian blouse, shawl, embroidery, toys, boxes, etc.). 

In addition, special prizes will be given: everyone sending in 100 
subs will get books or a Russian article to the value of $5; for 
every 50 subs we will give a bronze statuette of Lenin; for 25 
subs a $2.50 book or set of pamphlets or U.S.S.R. IN CON- 
STRUCTION ; for 10 subs you will get a set of 5 pamphlets. 


The quotas set for the main branches are: 





Oe OE ee nS eee ee 3,000, including 1,000 subs 
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The quotas for other branches will be double their present sales 
and subs. Every branch fulfilling its quota will get a special prize 
to be announced. All subs received since. Feb. 1 will be credited. 

No one can doubt the opportunities offered us for building a 
mass circulation; nor can anyone question the urgency of this task. 


It is an imperative duty imposed upon us by the growing 
war danger, the menace of fascism. We can help defend the 
Soviet Union right now by spreading the truth about that 
country through the medium of SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY. 


Get busy today. Send for supplies and instructions. 


FUNDS “FOR STARVING RUSSIANS”— 
WHO GETS THE CASH? 


re | HAVE just returned, a few days ago, from a trip thru the 

European part of the Soviet Union. A friend in New York 
handed me a pamphlet called ‘Famine in Russia.’ I found this 
pamphlet utterly untruthful. The horrible conditions described in 
lurid language simply do not exist in the U.S.S.R. 


“It is true, and no one denies it, that in certain sections in the 
Ukraine and elsewhere, there were serious difficulties during the 
past two years. There was a food shortage, which became at times 
acute, in places where there was a crop failure last year, due to the 
sabotage and mismanagement of the kulaks who got themselves 
into positions of leadership in the collective farms. But the period 
of reorganization and readjustment of the agricultural productive 
forces is over and the record harvest in 1933 is only an indication 
of what the collective farms can do to increase production. 


“The kolhozes are everywhere bringing prosperity to the collective 
farmers. The 
Ukrainian work- 
ers and farmers 
like the masses of 
Soviet citizens 
throughout the 
12 ee Se 
united in support 
of the Soviet 
Government and 
unalterably op- 
posed to plans of 
the German 
Nazis, the Polish 
imperialists and 
the Ukrainian 
White Guards to 
separate the 
Ukraine from the 
Soviet Union. I 

-_ know this from 
Nazis and White Guards still persists in the lie having talked to 
that Ukrainian mothers are eating their babies. many workers 
Here is one that doesn’t seem to be suffering. and farmers in 
In the background is one of Moscow’s clinics the Ukraine re- 

for mothers. cently.” 
Florence Rauh. 





There are a number of White Guard organizations appeal- 
ing to wealthy Americans for funds “for the starving Rus- 
sians.”” Where does this money go? For what purpose is 
it used? None of it is used for its ostensible purpose, of that 
we may be sure. Is it used to finance White Guard propa- 
ganda for imperialist intervention? 


John Masek of the Chicago F.S.U. points out that in their anti- 
Soviet campaign, the White Guards and their allies use photos 
taken in Russia in 1921, during the famine which followed the de- 
struction of the war and civil war period and then a drought. Louis 
Patmont, he writes, is one enemy showing photos used to raise 
money for relief in 1921. Carveth Wells stoops to the same con- 
temptible trick to try to make Americans believe that such famine 
conditions exist in 1934—after the success of the first Five-Year 
Plan and after the best harvest in Russian history! The Inter- 
national Red Cross recently investigated these “appeals for relief” 
and rejected them on the basis that conditions in the U.S.S.R. do 
not justify any such: relief measures as proposed by the White 
Guards and Catholic Cardinals and German Nazis. 


Walter Duranty, correspondent of the New York Times, took an 
extensive auto trip through the so-called “famine area,” in Sep- 
tember, 1932, and stated that he found the people there “well- 
nourished,” and called the famine talk “ridiculous.” Since then 
hundreds of American tourists have travelled through various sec- 
tions of the Soviet Union, and reported, as do Florence Rauh, 
Corliss Lamont, Susan H. Woodruff, Maxwell Stewart, Alice W. 
Field, that the record crop of 1933 definitely ends the food shortage 
and the collective farmers are enjoying a measure of prosperity 
they never knew before. But White Guards continue to appeal to 
credulous American capitalists for funds “for starving Russians.” 
Again we ask—Who Gets the Cash? 
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P. G. Smidovich (on left) handing the badge of the Order of 

Lenin to a shock brigader from Bobriki, the new chemical plant 

recently completed, at a session of the Central Executive Commit- 

tee of the U.S.S.R. while L. M. Kaganovich (at right) and L. K. 

Ordjonikidze applaud the Udarniks being honored for their record- 
breaking work. 


The 17th Party Congress 


Leads Forward To 
New Socialist Victories 


Closing Speech by M. I. KALININ, 
President of the U.S.S.R. 


HE 17th Congress of the CPSU has completed its 
work, 

The Party, through the Congress, has summed up the 
results of its work for a period of over three years and 
has drawn up the plan of the further socialist offensive. 

The basic tasks of the Second Five-Year Plan lead to 
the final liquidation of classes, completion of the techni- 
cal reconstruction of the entire national economy, and to 
further growth of the material and cultural conditions of 
the toiling masses in the Soviet Union. 

Parallel with the liquidation of classes, we are over- 
coming the entire sum of petty bourgeois remnants of in- 
ertia, idleness, and slovenliness ; in short, all the remnants 
of capitalist ideology. An intense struggle is being car- 
ried on for a socialist attitude to work, for conscious dis- 
cipline, for the exact and accurate fulfillment of all Gov- 
ernment obligations, and finally, against speculative, anti- 
government manifestations, and so on. Against all this 
we will have to carry on a long and serious fight. 

By fulfilling the Second Five-Year Plan, the Soviet 
Union will make another great step forward both in the 
strengthening of its economic might, and in the strength- 
ening of its independence from capitalist countries. 


The output of the national economy during the Second 
Five-Year Plan will be more than double that of the 
First. The map of the Soviet Union will be augmented 
with a new dense system of large enterprises, with new 
giants of machine construction and advanced chemistry. 
During the Second Five-Year Plan we shall complete, in 
the main, the mechanization of all heavy labor processes 
both in industry and in agriculture. The old arduous 
methods of labor will no longer burden the toiling masses 
of our country. 


The reconstruction of the entire national economy will 
raise to new heights the productivity of labor in town and 
village and will decisively improve the material and cul- 
tural position of the working class and peasantry. 

At the end of the First Five-Year Plan the output of 
the whole of industry amounted to 43 billion rubles, 























(Above) Kaganovich, Secretary of the Central Executive Com- 
mittee of the U.S.S.R., and Maxim Gorki, famous Russian novelist, 
at the presidium table of the 17th Party Congress. (Below) Shock 
workers on the Moscow subway construction who were honored at 
the 17th Party Congress. 


whereas at the end of the Second Five-Year Plan it will 
amount to 92.7 billion rubles. The Soviet Union will oc- 
cupy the first place in Europe not only in the standard of 
technique but also in the volume of output, and only in a 
few branches will it lag behind America. Ever fresh 
strata of brilliant talented organizers and of new workers 
will arise from the very depths of the mass of the people. 

All this will serve as a yet brighter example of the ad- 
vantages of socialism over capitalism. 

Great and immense are the tasks confronting us during 
the Second Five-Year Plan. In fulfilling them we will 
have to overcome many difficulties, but these difficulties 
cannot be compared with those which are now behind us. 
The task of liquidating classes, and the new great scale 
of economic construction, demand from the Party and 
from the working class the greatest organization and 
class vigilance. 

The Party and the whole country are filled with the 
most resolute confidence that the Second Five-Year Plan 
for the development of the national economy will be ful- 
filled completely. 

The guarantee of this is that in our country the basis 
of exploitation of man by man has been finally and irrevo- 
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cably destroyed, that work has become a matter of honor 
to many millions, that we have eliminated the possibility 
of restoring capitalism in the country and that, finally, we 
have achieved and will achieve yet greater successes in 
the reinforcement of the defensive capacity of the 
U.S.S.R. : 

The 16th Congress of the Party laid special stress on 
the increase of productivity of labor as the main condition 
for the construction of socialism. This task is still today 
the most important. Discipline of labor must be com- 
bined with the mastery of new technique. Nowadays 
physical labor in all branches of work must literally be 
combined with mental labor. Only on this condition will 
we successfully fulfill the Second Five-Year Plan and in- 
sure improvement in the material and cultural position of 
the workers and collective farmers. 

I wish to underline the inevitability of resistance to our 
offensive being offered by the remnants of the class 
enemy. The class struggle will take on new, more com- 
plicated forms. Therefore, the greatest vigilance in 
all sections of socialist construction and the strengthening 
in every way of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, must 
be the necessary conditions for continuing our victorious 
march forward. 


On questions of organization, the Congress has adopted 
a number of resolutions which raise the organizational 
Party leadership to the level of the political tasks. The 
reconstruction of the apparatus of leading Party and eco- 
nomic organs will, undoubtedly, raise the accuracy of 
work, insure a live contact between the leading organiza- 
tions and the local ones, and raise the personal responsi- 
bility of the leaders. 

Comrades, the great historic significance of the Con- 
gress is that it took place under conditions of complete 
consolidation of forces of the Party, of teamwork among 
its leadership and of the solidarity of the Bolshevik ranks 
around the leader of the Party—Comrade Stalin. 


* At present the Communist Party is solidly united as 
never before. Under the banner of Marxism-Leninism 
it is leading the working class and the many millions of 
peasantry from one victory to another. Let us close more 
firmly the ranks of our Party, and with the myriad masses 
of the Soviet Union we will create around the great leader 
of the people, Comrade Stalin, an indestructible rock 
against which all forces hostile to socialism will be 
shattered. 


Forward to new victories of socialist construction! 





SOVIET WOMEN SHARE IN THE TASKS AND TRIUMPHS OF SOCIALISM 


By N. KRUPSKAYA 


O N March 8th, International Woman’s Day, I send to American 
women workers, my warmest greetings. 

The bourgeoisie of all countries is endeavoring to divert the 
working men and women from the path of international solidarity, 
and to sweep aside the great revolutionary slogan of: “Workers of 
the world, unite.’ The bourgeoisie knows this slogan—the slogan 
which secures to the proletariat the victory all over the world. And 
it is doing its utmost to split the working class, to sow discord 
among us, to prevent unity among the workers of different 
nationalities. 

In the country of the Soviets the proletariat has been victorious. 
That it could do this was because it had learned from the expe- 
rience gained in the revolutionary struggles of other countries. The 
experience gained in the building up of Socialism in the Soviet land 
helps the proletariat of all countries to go forward with sure steps 
on the path to victory. : 

On March 8th, the toiling women of all countries rally in the 


In one of Leningrad’s many day nurseries for children of working 

mothers. The number of day nurseries will be increased 164 per 

cent in the cities and 129 per cent in the villages during the second 

Five-Year Plan. At right, N. Krupskaya, Lenin’s widow, a leader 

in Soviet education. Her 65th birthday has just been celebrated 
in the U.S.S.R. Drawing by Mildred Rackley. 








fight for emancipation. This year, when there is a smell of war in 
the air, there is a special urgency for unity in the fight against 
war. What the toiling women of the whole world want is no sense- 
less war, no fresh massacre of millions in the interests of the 
capitalists, but the fraternal unity of the workers of all countries. 
The land of the Soviets has grown and strengthened in the struggle 
for peace, and has won fresh victories. 

This month, we draw up the balance sheet of the ten years we 
have lived without Lenin. During these years, the whole face of 
the country has changed; it has been covered with mighty fac- 
tories; from a country of small peasant farms it has become a land 
of collective farms; from a capitalist country it has become a 
socialist country. The socialist power of our country has in- 
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creased. Our whole way of living has entirely changed. Human 
beings have changed; they have become socialized beings, collec- 
tivists. This is especially observable in the villages, and especially 
among the women. 

The women of our Union are now living a most intense and 
creative life. Not only has the juridical position of women been 
changed as compared with before the revolution, but the actual 
position of women has changed in the villages; women have taken 
important leading positions in the factories; they have the same 
rights as men in social life, and in administration. They are among 
the most active participants in industrial construction. In political 


‘activities and in cultural progress too, they play an important part. 


The Communist Party made lengthy and strenuous preparations 
for the 17th Party Congress in that it undertook the task of ex- 
amining the work of every member. This work was carried out 
with the active participation of the masses, gathering more and 
more closely round the Party and its leader, Joseph Stalin. Com- 
rade Stalin enjoys great prestige and authority. Working women 
and women collective farmers write him letters describing their 
lives, their aspirations, their needs. They send delegations to see 
him. They know that he pays careful attention to all they say. 

Just now the newspapers are full of photographs of women shock 
brigaders, old and young. Lenin said that the heroism of the con- 
scientious socialist worker is no less than the heroism of the 
fighter at the war front or in civil war. And now we see this 
heroism daily and monthly—and the women do not lag behind, 
but often take the lead. A constant stream of wonderful organ- 
izers, speakers and propagandists rise from the ranks of the women. 
Sixteen years of Soviet power have completely changed the lives 
of women workers. 

Standing at the work bench, working in the fields, in the 
nurseries, in the schools, in the Soviets, in the trade unions—the 
working woman of our country thinks of her sisters abroad; she 
is with them in her thoughts, in her soul. She knows that they 
have still a long hard path of struggle before them, but she knows 
too that the victory of the international workers’ movement, which 
will open the gates to a full and rich life, is approaching steadily 
and inevitably. 





KLAVA, 13 YEAR OLD SOVIET STUDENT, 
" ‘TELLS HER STORY 


UP to the time I was three my mother took me to the factory 
nursery and then I started to go to the kindergarten. The 
first thing we did there was to clean our teeth and then the doctor 
would examine us to see whether we had clean hands and under- 
wear. Then we had lessons, sang and played, worked in the gar- 
den, and then 
had dinner. 
After dinner we 
had to rest for 
an hour and 
went for walks, 
played many 
games and then 
returned to the 
kindergarten for 
our evening 
meal and then 
home. Every 
summer our 
kindergarten 
went to the 
country and 
there each child 
had his own lit- 
tle bed. The 
food in the 
camp was good. 
We went swim- 
ming a lot and 
collected berries 
in the forest. 
Our _ sanitation 
committee, elect- 
ed by the chil- 
dren, saw to it that everyone kept clean, also the premises and 
the kitchen. Children from the camp went to visit the peasants and 
invited them to visit us. We also visited the pioneers. 

Now I am studying in the Sth class of the elementary factory 
school. Our school has 3,100 pupils, which includes 1,456 pioneers 





Klava’s sister helps her with her studies 








and 56 Komsomols.” Out of those 250 are shock pupils (leaders— 
honor students). The school has its own woodworking shop and 
also a metal working shop. We have a green corner (plants and 
living animals), gymnasium, restaurants and a big hall where meet- 
ings of parents take place. The restaurant furnishes us daily with 
a dinner consisting of three courses for 6 rubles a month. 

The school has a children’s library. We work in various circles 
—dramatic, physical culture, literary and singing. We are studying 
Russian, English, biology, mathematics, geography, history, music, 
drawing, literature, production and gymnastics. My older sister 
also studies chemistry, physics, botany, zoology and painting. 

Last summer the school sent 450 pupils to camps in the Crimea. 
The others went to Rest Homes. During the winter we make ex- 
cursions on skis, go to the Park of Culture and Rest to skate, 
visit museums and the circus. The Lenin Theatre has very fre- 
quent free performances for children. We have our own dramatic 
productions. 

I have as a social duty, to help those who are backward in their 
studies and I am assistant to the leader of our pioneer group. I 
like music and want to be an artist. 

My sister Vera went through the same course that I did— 
nursery, kindergarten and elementary school. She is in the 6th 
class in the same school that I attend. She is assistant to the 
librarian. When she finishes school she wants to study in the 
Aviation technicum and be a pilot. 


WHO’S AFRAID OF THE BIG BAD FACTS? 
By MILO HASTINGS 


If there were a Pulitzer prize for writing headlines we would 
nominate the chap who wrote the following headline in the New 
York Times: 


LEAGUE FINDS SWEDEN LEADS IN RECOVERY 
WITH 15% RISE TO 95% OF 1928 PRODUCTION 


This headline lies serenely over a “Wireless to the New York 
Times” bearing the date line “Geneva, Jan. 25.” And here is a 
verbatim quotation from the text of said wireless: 

“The United States index (of 
industrialist production) for last 
November remained the lowest in 
the group at 66 (100 being the in- 
dex for 1928); Canada and Ger- 
many showed 71; France 84; Eng- 
land 92; Sweden 95; Japan 138 and 
Russia 237.” 


In other words, the Times head 
line expert distorts the League of 
Nation’s report to make it appear 
that industrial production has in- 
creased more in Sweden than in 
any other country, whereas the fact 
is that production in Sweden is 
only 95 per cent of 1928 while in 
Soviet Russia pro- 
duction has risen 
to 237 per cent of 
1928, compared to 
66 per cent in the 
United States! 





























Drawing by Liston M. Oak fs 
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SOVIET NEWS BRIEFS 


Membership in Soviet Trade Unions is not compulsory for 
Soviet workers. There are a total of 17,000,000 workers in trade 
unions out of a total of 22,000,000 industrial workers. The trade 
unions preceded the Party Congress by an extensive recruiting 


campaign. 
‘ * * * 


Lord Marley, English socialist, is now in the U.S.A., on a lec- 
ture tour for the Committee to Aid the Victims of German Fascism, 
and to complete arrangements to send additional thousands of Ger- 
man Jews to Biro-Bidjan, which will be a Jewish Soviet Republic. 

ick 


From the official statistics of the Central Administration for 
Control and Accounting in the Soviet Union, it is revealed that a 
considerable increase of women engaged in industry has taken 
place during the past three years. From 900,000 women engaged 
in large-scale industry on January Ist, 1930, the number rose to 1.8 
miliions and has now attained 37 per cent of the total number of 
workers in big industry. In the metal industry, the number rose 
from 9 per cent to 22.6 per cent in the middle of 1933. The in- 
crease of women workers is explained by the fact that the mech- 
anization of a great number of labor processes has lightened the 
work. By this addition of women workers, the income of the 
family has been increased on an average of 93 per cent. 

* * * 


A provisional Trade Agreement between England and the 
U.S.S.R. has been signed. The previous Trade Treaty was broken 
last spring, as a result of the arrest and trial of the British engi- 
neers for sabotage and espionage. The English have hitherto made 
an agreement impossible because of their unreasonable demands. 
But as a result of the recent Trade Agreement between France 
and the Soviet Union, the English have changed their attitude and 
on one of the most important points of the dispute (compensation 
for the English Lena Goldfields Company) retreated from their 


former position. 
s & 6 


Following Maxim Litvinov’s visit to Rome, there were rumors 
that a rapproachment had been effected between the Vatican and the 
Soviet. This rumor was strengthened by the return of the leader 
of the propagation of the Catholic Gospel in the Soviet Union, 
Mgr. D’Herbigny, whose opposition to the Soviets is well-known. 
The leading article in the OSSERVATORE ROMANO of Janu- 
ary 19th leaves nothing to be desired in the way of clarity. From 
this article it is evident that the Vatican is in no way satisfied with 
Litvinov’s declaration about the freedom of religious opinion in the 















These photos were NOT 
taken in Moscow, but on 
the Bowery in New York. 
The American capitalist 
“Design for Living” in- 
cludes wealth and luxury 
for the bosses, unemploy- 
ment and breadlines for 
the workers. Two old 
workers, too aged to com- 
pete with young workers, 
make a miserable living 
selling bags. (In the 
United States 2 per cent 
of the people own 80 per 
cent of the wealth). Photos by Carroll and Greenblatt a the Film 
and Photo League. 


Soviet Union. It demands special protection for clerical activities. 
The Soviet Union, however, entertains no intention of making any 
such concession, and the result of the Vatican’s attitude can only be 
to strengthen the watch that is kept on Catholic priests within the 
Soviet Union and on their allies and colleagues, and how far their 
activities are restricted entirely to religious work and do not carry 
on political propaganda against Socialism and in favor of im- 


perialist intervention. 
* * * 


The American Government has established an $11,000,000 Ex- 
port-Import Bank to finance trade with the Soviet Union. Those 
doing business with Amtorg will be expected to participate in such 
credits as may be extended by the new bank. Administration offi- 
cials said they expected trade with Soviet Russia to total at least 
$100,000,000 in the near future, including cotton, equip- 
ment for railroads and steel mills, electrical equip- 
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TWO SOVIET 
CARTOONS 


(Left) Alfred Rosen- 
berg, - Nazi ___ leader, 
writes a new textbook 
on geography. “In 
view of the imperfec- 
tions of the old books 
on geography, dear 
children, we'll study st 
according to the writ- 
ings of our National 
Socialist specialists in 
Nazi newspapers. 
They have a few im- 
portant changes to 
make in national bor- 
ders and colonies.” 


(Right) General Ara- 
ki says that “The his- 
toric mission of Japan 
in the Far East is to 
extend its influence as 
a nation of gentlemen, 
toward a fusion of the 
Oriental and Occiden- 
tal civilizations into 
one harmonious 
whole.” All that Japan 
wants is to sit on top 
of the Asiatic world. 


ment, trucks and automobiles. 
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The firm peace policy of the Soviet Government and its insistent 
demand that the provocations of Japanese imperialists against the 
Chinese Eastern Railway be stopped, has resulted in a victory. 
The six employees of the Chinese Eastern, arrested by Manchu- 
kuoan officials as part of the attempt of Japanese imperialists to 
seize the line, have been at last freed. It is expected that negotia- 
tions for the sale of the C.E.R., interrupted by Japan’s continued 
sabotage and insolence, will be resumed. The Soviet Government 
offered to sell the line to Japan in order to remove one source of 
conflict. * * * 


As we go to press, Dimitrov, Tanev and Popov, three Bulgarian 
Communists acquitted several months ago in the Reichstag fire 
trial, are being welcomed in Moscow. The U.S.S.R. made them 
Soviet citizens and forced the Nazis to release them from the jails 
where they have been subjected to torture. 

The Soviet Government is also offering refuge to other victims 
of German and Austrian fascism, especially the children of socialist 
workers slain by the Dollfuss government. 





Question: There are many predictions that Japan will attack 
the Soviet Union this spring. If Japan aattacks the Soviet Union 
is it not possible that the United States Government, because of 
the conflict of interests between the United States and Japanese 
imperialisms, will form an alliance with the Soviet Union? 

Answer: A military alliance between an imperialist government 
and the Soviet Union is hardly conceivable. When Japan attacks 
the Soviet Union the policy of the United States Government is 
likely to be to stand aside in the hope that its imperialist rival 
Japan, as well as the Socialist country, the Soviet Union, will 
become weaker through the struggle. However, it is hardly 
possible that an attack on the Soviet Union by Japan will not 
involve other imperialist countries, particularly in view of the 
likelihood that important revolutionary struggles will break out in 
Manchuria, Korea and perhaps also in other colonial countries. 

In such event it is much more probable that the various imperialist 
governments will attempt to come to an understanding to resolve 
their conflicts at the expense of the Soviet Union. Therefore the 
best course for friends of the Soviet Union to pursue is to oppose 
every step which leads to war upon the Soviet Union; and above 
all to watch closely the maneuvers of our own imperialistic gov- 
ernment and prepare to counteract any attempt to attack the 
Soviet Union. 


Japan Seeks Aid of American Imperialism: Prince Toku- 
gawa, Japanese diplomat, is in the U.S.A. to create sympathy for 
Japan’s “pacification of Asia” and to gain support for the ex- 
pected invasion of the U.S.S.R. Tokugawa says “talk about war 
between the United States and Japan is absurd.” Nevertheless 
Japan continues to engage in a race in battleship building, deter- 
mined to have armaments as great as her imperialist rivals. 
Tokugawa in a nation-wide broadcast said the Japanese are 
“peace loving” and conquered Manchuria only to establish “law 
and order” there and protect themselves against the “menace of 
Russian and Chinese Sovietism.” “The Russian Revolution 
caused many nations to increase their armaments. And the 
Chinese Revolution has caused European countries and the 
United States to land troops and augment their naval forces in 
the Far East.” Japan, Great Britain and the U.S.A. all love 
peace, they are not imperialist rivals, and they deplore the neces- 
sity of increasing armaments, forced upon them by the menace 
of Bolshevism, according to this wily imperialist diplomat, who 
thus creates a screen of pacifism for Japan’s criminal war plans. 


Harpo Marx gives his interpretation of what 
the American Babbitt thinks a Russian Bolshevik 
looks like. 


Boys at the Basarabsky Commune taking a ride 

Stalin warned the imperialists to 

“keep their swinish snouts out of the Soviet 

but Soviet swine are more welcome— 

the supply of meat has to be vastly increased to 

meet the growing demand of Soviet workers for 
more and better food. 


All photos from SOVPHOTO, 723 Seventh 
Ave., N. Y. C., unless otherwise credited. 













ARE YOU A FRIEND OF THE SOVIET 
UNION? 
Join the F.S.U. 


Our Aim: To spread the truth about the Soviet Union; 
to answer the slanders of its enemies; to support the 
Soviet peace policy and to defend the right of Soviet 
workers and farmers to continue socialist construction ° 
without interference. 

If you are interested in getting the facts about the U.S.S.R.; 
if you are opposed to war against the first workers’ republic, 
you are eligible for membership in the Friends of the Soviet 
Union, regardless of your political affiliations. The F.S.U. 
is a non-party united front. Join today. 


DUES: Active members pay monthly dues of 15 cents—5 cents 
for unemployed. Initiation fee 25 cents for employed. 


Associate members pay $1.50 annually which includes a year’s 
subscription to SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY. 


Organizations which are sympathetic to these aims can become 
collectively affiliated. Write for further information. 


FRIENDS OF THE SOVIET UNION 
80 East 11th Street 
New York, N. Y. 


Enclosed find $............ for which please enroll me as an 


C1 Active member O Associate member 
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A LETTER FROM PRASKAVIA MAKSIMOVNA 
A 56-Year-Old Russian Textile Worker 


1 Sayennad I was nine I was sent to work at the pastor’s house as 
a nurse. After one year I was taken back home to look after 
the children. My father and mother were working as weavers at the 
Prokhorov textile mill and when I was fifteen I went to work at 
the mill as a learner at the weaving loom. At seventeen I mar- 
ried a weaver and we were given a double bedroom to live in. 
The double bedroom was shared by four other families, the only 
dividing walls being curtains around the beds. Twelve hours a 
day we worked and as my husband and I were on different shifts, 
we met only when shifts changed and on holidays. 

We were earning 40 rubles a month and this was just enough 
to feed the family. I had four children in three and a half years, 
two of whom died. Then my husband died of tuberculosis when 
he was twenty-four, and I was left a widow with two children. 

In 1905 I did not understand much about politics, but as many 
others did, visited meetings and helped to build the barricades be- 
hind which our husbands fought Tsarist troops. 

I worked at the factory from 1899 to 1929. Then I received a 
pension and stopped working. I have earned the honorary title 
of “Hero of Labor” (Udarnik). 

I am proud of my children. My daughter is a textile worker 
like myself and my son is in the Red Army. Both have been 
honored as shock brigaders, and best of all, both are in the Party 
and passed the Chistka (party cleaning) successfully. 


Praskavia Maksimovna and her son and daughter. 





FORWARD TO A MIGHTY UNITED FRONT 
AGAINST FASCISM AND WAR—FOR 
DEFENSE OF THE SOVIET UNION! 


The American Friends of the Soviet Union hail the valiant 
workers in Austria, in Germany, in Japan and other countries who 
are fighting heroically against fascism. For fascism, today, consti- 
tutes the greatest danger to world peace, the greatest menace to 
the peaceful continuance of socialist construction in the one country 
in the world where the workers are in power, the Union of Socialist 
Soviet Republics. 

Since its establishment, in 1917, the Soviet Government has 
followed a policy of peace. The first and second Five-Year Plans 
of the Workers Republic and its peace policy have resulted in a 
series of socialist victories, in agriculture, in industry, in cultural 
development, as well as in the signing of non-aggression pacts and 
the establishment of normal diplomatic relations with the United 
States Government. In its fight for peace, the Soviet Union has 
the support of millions of workers in the capitalist world. 

Today, the hideous threat of war, the menace of fascism, con- 
fronts us with the urgent task of immediately organizing the 
broadest possible united front in support of the Soviet peace 
policy and in opposition to the growing danger of imperialist 
intervention. The Friends of the Soviet Union endorse and sup- 
port all struggle against war and fascism. 


We hail the Austrian and German Socialist and Communist 
workers, who are struggling against fascist terrorism. We de- 
clare our international solidarity with them! Their fight is our 
fight. 


The struggle of workers, farmers and others everywhere, 
against war and fascism is inseparably linked with the struggle 
for support of the Soviet peace policy and the defense of the 
Soviet Union from imperialist aggression. 

We have received a letter from our International Bureau in 
Holland stating that: 

“During the past year, our friends in Germany have carried 
through a big task. The results of their work have given proof 
that even under the terrorism of Fascist Germany it is possible to 
carry out a successful non-party campaign for the spreading of 
the truth about the Soviet Union, for countering the lies of the 
Nazis, and for mobilizing the masses for the defense of the Soviet 
Union. About 25,000 copies of our German magazine have been 
distributed under the greatest difficulties and with many sacrifices, 
each copy of the magazine passing through at least ten hands. 
Over one hundred of our German friends are at present in the 
concentration camps. Many have been persecuted, beaten up and 
mutilated. One of our friends was subjected to a beating up every 
day for three weeks (in an attempt to get information) so that 
when he came out of the hands of the Nazis he was a permanent 
cripple. Our best functionaries are compelled to live illegally, are 
continually on the run, and often have neither a bed nor food. 
Terrible poverty faces the families of those who have been 
arrested. They sacrifice all they have in order, despite everything, 
to mobilize the masses for the defense of the Soviet Union. The 
great majority of our German friends, active in our work, are 
non-party or Social-Democratic workers. 


Support the German Defenders of the U.S.S.R. 


“The collections that have been made for the support of their 
work have done much to help them and the knowledge of inter- 
national solidarity has strengthened their determination to carry 
out the work. But the assistance has been very unsatisfactory 
because some sections have not fulfilled their obligations. Experi- 
ence has also shown that in order to ensure systematic work it is 
necessary to arrange regular monthly minimum contributions to 
the German F.S.U. from all the other sections.” 

The International Bureau has therefore set a quota for each 
section of the Friends of the Soviet Union. The quota for the 
United States section is $25 per month. Surely we can send that 
much for the support of F.S.U. work in Germany and Austria, 
where our organization is illegal and our comrades are being 
persecuted for their heroic work. 


Friends of the Soviet Union 
80 East 11th Street, New York, N. Y. 


eee eee for support of the F.S.U. in Germany 
and Austria. Please forward to the International Bureau. 
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Ten Soviet women workers. 
Top left—two Georgian col- 
lective farmers, Taidaroshvili 
and Magradze, one of them 
the chairman of her kolhoz; 
next is a postman in the Zele- 
ginsky district; a Tadjik 
woman mechanic; Pegalieva, a 
Kirghiz shock brigader, a ce- 
ment mixer who was rewarded 
three times with premiums for 
her work m the construction of a rayon factory in 
Frunze; and a moving picture actress. Lower group: 
left—Jakovleva, who is the People’s Commissar for Fi- 
nance, Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic; 
Tschernicheva, an office worker in Kharkov;.an Uzbek 
who is director of a silk factory in Tashkent; and Koma- 












rova, weaver at the Karl Liebknecht textile factory in Ivanova, who 1s a member of the Central Executive C cinmiites of the U.S.S.R. 


THE “FALLEN WOMAN” RISES 
By MYRA PAGE 


“YES, I came off the streets, but not a single workman in the 
factory has ever made me feel it, and I for my part do not 
make a secret of it. It is no shame. People pay far more 
attention to a working woman then, they take much more trouble 
on her behalf. And if she is insulted, there are plenty of party 
organizations to shut the mouths of those who'd pester us with 
their chatter. . . . Comrades, admit it freely, for then people will 
say: she has suffered much.” 

It is a woman speaking, a member of 1 ¢ First Conference of 
Former Prostitutes, now Workers, held in Moscow in 1931. In her 
simple moving way, she expresses the new attitudes and way of 
life that the Soviet regime has opened up for her and her com- 
panions. 

Another woman says, “The only card I used to have was a 
Yellow Ticket” (the prostitute’s badge and “passport,” under the 
Tsar.) “Any man could have me for a ruble.” “Now” she raises 
herself proudly, waves something aloft in her hand. “Now, I have 
another card—a red card, my trade union book. Now I bow to 
no man. And I say hurrah for the Soviet power.” 

Much has been written about the new freedom achieved by 
women in Soviet Russia, but of this aspect too little has been 
said. Immediately following the revolution in 1917, steps, both 
economic and legal, were taken to put an end to what has been 
called “the oldest profession in the world.” Al white slave traffic 
and commercialized vice were declared illegal. Disorderly houses 
and red light districts were forbidden. It took some years to 
achieve this aim, and to improve women’s economic position to 
the point where “poverty’s sisters of sin” no longer had any 
necessity of plying their old trade. 

The Soviet Union is the one country in the world that can 
truthfully claim that organized prostitution, with all its racketeers 
and traffickers profiting at the expense of unfortunate women, is 
a thing of the past. What this means for the morals of a com- 
munity may well be imagined. The fact that the Soviet Union 
in 1930 was able to put an end to all unemployment had much to 
do with this. Unemployment is forcing many American girls onto 
the streets and prostitution has more than doubled since 1929. 
So in earlier days it forced many Russian girls into prostitution. 
This is over. In 1913 in St. Petersburg (Leningrad) -there were 
40,000 prostitutes, and about 20,000 in Moscow. 

In 1928 (when unemployment was still high) Moscow had some 
3,000; in 1931 with a total population of three and a half million, 
the number of individual women practising prostitution was 400. 


Since then, the number has been further reduced, as these indi- 
vidual women are reclaimed, taught a good trade and incorporated 
into the healthy developing socialist society. How this is being 
done is well described in Fanina Halle’s book “Woman in Soviet 
Russia,” which incidentally is one of the most thorough studies as 
yet published in English on the new position of woman in all fields. 

These former street-walkers enter the first stage of the “Road to 
Life” upon admittance to the Prophylactoria, institutions which 
combine hospital, home, school, useful regenerating work and com- 
munity life into one. 


I visited the largest of these Prophylactoria in Moscow, and 
talked with many of the women there. I saw how they are catch- 
ing the enthusiasm and vision of the new life, making ready to join 
their sisters in the factories and other places of work. On the 
walls were banners and slogans that they had written, and a wall- 
newspaper which recounted among other things how they had taken 
part in raising funds among themselves to contribute to the second 
Five-Year Plan loan. As one remarked, “The workers and gov- 
ernment have done much for us. We want to do our part to help 
further the realization of the classless socialist society.” 





NAZIS WARN U.S.A. AGAINST F.S.U. 


The February 10th issue of Deutsche Zeitung, a German Nazi 
paper printed in New York, contains, among its hysterical anti- 
Semitic propaganda and its advocacy of Fascism, an attack upon 
the F.S.U. All friends of the Soviet Union are called “com- 
munistic beasts” intent upon organizing a “red terror” in America. 
Our slogan, For the Defense of the Soviet Union, is interpreted zs 
an appeal for immediate “civil war against our fathers and mother, 
our own flesh and blood.” The headline reads “America! Open 
Your Eyes!” The Nazis attempt to instigate a red scare. “Those 
who burned the Reichstag will tomorrow burn the Capitol in 
Washington!” All F.S.U. members are “Moscow's Foreign 
Legionnaires” ready to go forth for arson, rapine and slaughter, 
according to Hitler’s agents. 

These Nazis, like the White Guards and the 301 different Amer- 
ican Fascist organizations, are more dangerous than they seem. 
They are determined to disrupt normal diplomatic and trade rela- 
tions between the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. They are busy spread- 
ing their poisonous propaganda for intervention by imperialist 
powers, led by Japan and Germany, against the Soviet Union. They 
must be exposed, and their influence combatted, their lies answered, 
at every opportunity. 
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WHY AMERICAN WOMEN SHOULD BE FRIENDS O 


By SUSAN H. WOODRUFF 


HE Soviet Union is the only country in the world 
whose laws are absolutely fair to women. All my 
long life I’ve worked for women’s rights, so it was a 
stirring experience for me to go to the Soviet Union 
where this problem has been solved. Over there the law 
provides for every right and every protection that a 
woman could wish for—and still be fair to the men. In 
the Soviet Union, there is no difference, apart from sex, 
between men and women. After all, is there any dis- 
tinction between masculine and feminine qualities? 
Doesn’t one man differ from another man more than all 
men differ from all women? This seems to be proved 
in the Soviet Union. Over there a woman is so strong 
and athletic that it seemed fitting to see her working 
as I actually saw her, as farmer, tractor driver, 
mechanic, builder, mason, fireman, traffic-cop, 





street-cleaner, locomotive engineer, and marching in the 
Red Army. 

We even saw women tending blast furnaces. I had 
to ask about that. “Why do they do this hazardous 
work?” The answer was: “We cannot keep them out. 
It’s against the law to discriminate against women, and 
they insist on doing this heavy work because the pay is 
higher and the hours are shorter, and because there are 
women who realize the urgent importance of building up 
a metallurgical industry.” The hardest work in Soviet 
Russia is often the most sought after. 

There are now more than half a million women in the 
Communist Party in the Soviet Union; hundreds of 
women are factory managers and heads of departments ; 
and in the medical schools more than half the students 
are girls. 

The most dramatic thing in the Soviet Union to my 
mind is the change that has come to the peasant woman; 
and remember, 85 per cent of the population were pea- 
sants in 1917. Before the Revolution, her lot was too 
awful. “What is a peasant woman? Nothing but trash. 
They are as blind as moles. They know nothing. A 
peasant woman has neither seen nor heard anything. A 
man may learn. But what can you expect of a woman? 
Does anyone teach her? The only one who ever teaches 
her is a drunken moujik, when he lashes her with the 
reins—that is all the teaching she gets.” (From “The 

Power of Darkness” by Tolstoy.) 


Tsarist Law Compelled Submission 


The man was absolute master over the pea- 
sant household; and he could perpetrate any 


cruelty on the woman if he stopped just short 
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murder. “Beat your wife for dinner and for sup- 
r too” was a common conception of a husband’s 
ty. And the law compelled submission on the part of 
woman. The Tsarist law, Section 107, Civil Code, 


J. x, reads: “A wife is bound to obey her husband in 
things and in no wise to be insubordinate to his au- 


” 
. 


rity Section 2202: ‘“‘Wives cannot be hired for 
rk anywhere without their husbands’ permission.” 
d under Section 1204, teachers, visiting nurses, tele- 
one and telegraph operators, etc., were immediately 
charged if they married. 


‘Could anything be more unfair? If she ran away the 








@lice could bring her back like a convict escaped from 
fison. In those old days a Russian was said to be di- 
ided into three equally important parts, body, soul and 
assport; and the poor woman having no passport would 
T ecived nowhere; she simply had to stay and bear 
x fate-finding some sort of escape in religious supersti- 
n atthe hope of heavenly reward. 
ut now—could anything be more dramatic than this 
nge? This same woman can go to a divorce bureau 
get rid of her tyrant. But note this significant fact: 
ong the peasants of Soviet Russia, divorce is today less 
quent than among all classes of Americans, Of 
rse, this means that those tyrants are now well-be- 
ed; they have to be. 
ne of the misconceptions about the Soviet Union that 
s teal harm is that family life is disintegrating over 
re, That is not true. Family life is as deep-rooted 
ithe Soviet Union as elsewhere; the women are serious 
devoted to their children; and as I have said, con- 
dering, the ease of getting it, divorce is not very fre- 
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1. Two girls who are study- 
ing to be aviators, with their 
teacher, a Red Army pilot, 
on the Moscow airport. 2. 
Eugenia Levankova is the 
only woman raft-worker on 
the Volga River. She is the 
leader of a shock brigade of 
52 men! Their job is float- 
ing lumber down the river. 
3. Two Soviet citizens clean- 
ing up after a hard day’s 
work, in a Kiev nursery. 4. 
Lubotchka says she is going 
to be the Soviet Ambassador 
to the United States when 


she grows up, because her father once 


worked here. Her friend Dmitri is go- 


ing to be a doctor. But just now they 
are taking a sun bath. 5. A group 
of Moscow office workers and sports 
enthusiasts. 


Maxim Gorky says: “In the Soviet 
Union the age-old burden imposed 
upon women by bourgeois society and 
sanctioned by religion, is being thrown 
off. The U.S.S.R. offers the only in- 
stance in history, of women peasants, 
farm laborers, being transformed with- 


_— R a kind of radiance when she talks—and how she 


1. Fe 


quent. And note this astonishing fact: 10,000 Russian 
babies are born every day. And considering that no baby 
need be born in the Soviet Union that is not wanted, 
10,000 babies every day would seem to prove quite an 
interest in family life. 


Women Freed from Household Drudgery 


But the home, as distinct from family life—the home 
is being reorganized. Women are released for social 
work by the building of huge community kitchens near 
every factory and every collective farm; and the children 
spend the day in nurseries and schools nearby. The 
mother is called if the child is ill and needs her. All the 
family goes home in the afternoon after a seven-hour 
working day. I remember visiting a nursery in Moscow 
about half past four one afternoon, and finding the chil- 
dren playing quietly and happily; but there were several 
women in our visitors’ group, and some of the children, 
after eyeing us sharply set up a howl; and the head of 
the nursery explained that this was the time for the 
mothers to call for their children, and they they discov- 
ered we were not the right mothers they thought best x 
to sound an alarm. So I remarked that in the Soviet 
Union even the babies were safeguarding family life. 

A woman is not compelled to work for the Socialist 
State. Personal liberty is highly prized in the Soviet 
Union. If a woman prefers to be domestic she may stay 
at home with her children if she can afford to; but she 
will meet social disapproval if she does not do her bit in 
the building of Socialism. 


More facts: 85 per cent of workers’ babies under four 
years old are today cared for in nurseries. The heads 
of these nurseries are women trained in child man- 
agement. And last summer the nurseries con- 
nected with the collective farms took care of two ' 
and a half million babies belonging to the women 
who helped with the big harvest. 

The new Russian woman is a unique type, and 
I never tired of watching her; she is impersonal 
and serious, yet also high-spirited and enthusiastic 
in her new independence. Her square face is 
somber, even sullen in repose, but it lights up with 
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in @ decade into philosophers and 
teachers of philosophy; transformed 
into specialists in every field, penetrat- 
ing into every sphere of life formerly 
closed to them.” 



































































does love to talk. I should say that the favorite national 
sport of Russia was conversation. In a movie of old 
Russia I have seen the woman standing with bowed head 
and folded hands before her lord and master waiting for 


permission to speak. But now she is making up for lost 
time. 


The Soviet Union a Pioneer in the Emancipation 
of Women 


To quote from Stalin’s speech given last month at the 
17th Party Congress: “It -should be pointed out as a 
pleasing fact and indication of the growth of culture in 
the villages, the participation of kolhoz women in the 
sphere of social organizational activity. There are at 
present about 6,000 women who are chairmen of kolhozes, 
more than 60,000 women on the board of kolhozes, 
28,000 shock brigaders (rank and file leaders), 100,000 
link organizers, 9,000 managers of kolhoz commodity 
farms, 7,000 tractorists.” 

The Soviet Union is fast becoming a paradise for 
women who work. Women in America ought to join the 
Friends of the Soviet Union to get into closer touch with 
Soviet Russia, and to increase the F.S.U. membership 
till it is strong enough to overcome all remaining preju- 
dice and antagonism toward the Soviet Union. In this 
way women can show their gratitude to the Soviet Union 
for being the pioneer in the emancipation of women. 


For twelve years after she graduated from Smith College, Susan 
H. Woodruff taught in Dr. Sach’s School in New York. She then 
raised fruits and vegetables on Long Island for several years. 
She visited. the U.S.S.R. in 1931 and again in 1933. She now 
gives all her time to lecturing and writing about what she con- 
siders the most important event in history—the building of a 
socialist society. She broadcasts for the Foreign Affairs Forum. 


Mrs. Woodruff is a member of the National Committee of the 
F.S.U. 


“WAR IS ON THE AGENDA” 


The events of the past month confirm the analysis of the inter- 
national situation voiced by Joseph Stalin at the 17th Party Con- 
gress; strained relations between nations are growing worse; there 
are feverish preparations for war everywhere; a new partition of 
the colonial world and revisions of national boundaries are planned 
by the imperialists; war is on the agenda of imperialist powers. 
“The workers in capitalist countries, reduced to despair by four 
years of the crisis, are adopting the path of revolution. Revolu- 
tionary crises will grow faster as the bourgeoisie resorts to open 
fascist terrorism against the working class in order to maintain its 
dictatorship.” 

The headlines in the daily newspapers read: “Wide Insurrection 
in Europe Feared”; “Italian Fascists and German Nazis Contend 
for Austrian Domination”; “Enthronement of Pu Yi Tests Stim- 
son’s Policy”; “Japanese Seek American Aid”; “France and 
Britain in Trade War”; “Heimwehr March On Vienna Seen as 
Fascists Mobilize”; “Eden and Hitler Reach Agreement on Ger- 
man Rearmament”; “Eden and Mussolini Agree on Armaments” ; 
“Japan’s Naval Budget Largest in History”; “Austrian Situation 
Imperils Peace”; “Italian Troops Mobilize”; “France Issues Ulti- 
matum to Germany”; “War Clouds Darken”; “Czechs Mass 
Troops”; “Fascism Looms in France’; “War in Spring 
Prophesied.” These headlines tell the story of a chaotic, desperate 
capitalist world plunging toward the abyss of bankruptcy, seeking 
war as the way out at the expense of the Soviet Union, the colonial 
peoples and the working class of the world. 


Top, left to right: A Soviet baby, one of the 10,000 that are born 
every day in the Soviet Union. A typical Ukrainian peasant’s 
home. A group of Soviet mothers with their babies waiting for 
examination by the doctor; the best care that science can offer is 
available free to every Soviet mother and child. A few glimpses 
into workers’ homes: a worker of the Kotloapparat factory, Mos- 
cow, at breakfast with his family; their daughter, a university stu- 
dent, reading in her room; and the same family after supper in the 
living room. Grandfather with the baby in the park in Sverdlovsk 
Square, with the famous Bolshoi Opera House in the background. 
Below: A pregnant worker receiving her wages before going on 
her vacation. Every mother gets a vacation with pay for at least 
eight weeks before and eight weeks after childbirth. 
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THE RISE OF FASCISM, THE GROWING THREAT 
OF WAR, MAKES IT IMPERATIVE THAT WE FULFILL 


By HERBERT GOLDFRANK 


ee his speech to the 17th Party Congress,.Stalin de- 
clared that a war against the U.S.S.R. would be dan- 
gerous for the imperialists, not only because the Red 
Army is ready to defend the Revolution, but also because 
the numerous friends of the Soviet Union in the capitalist 
countries will strike at the rear of their oppressors if 
they start a criminal war against “the fatherland of all 
the workers.” 

Let us make sure that this is true, that American work- 
ers can aid in the defense of the land of rising Socialism 
by building a mighty united front in the F.S.U. Sixteen 
years ago the workers in the capitalist world rallied to the 
aid of the new Soviet Government, helping to compel the 
imperialist powers, including the United States, to with- 
draw interventionist troops. This may again be the task 
of the working masses in the near future; let us prepare 
for it now. How well we can fight against war and for 
the defense of the Soviet Union when the war actually 
starts, is measured by how well we can fulfill our immedi- 
ate tasks, how well we can fight against war and fascism 
and how well we can defend the U.S.S.R. now. 


May Day Workers’ Delegation—The most urgent of our 
immediate tasks is to send a strong workers’ delegation 
to the Soviet Union to attend the May Day celebration 
and then make a tour of investigation so that they can 
bring back accurate information about what is happening 
in the Soviet Union. In the campaign which is now under 
way, Herbert Goldfrank, National Secretary of the 
F.S.U., as well as Bonchi Friedman, J. C. Coleman, Jules 
Karstein, Liston M. Oak, Maurice Sugar, and others are 
being sent on tour. Every F.S.U. branch and every dele- 
gate to the convention is urged to immediately intensify 
the campaign for the election of delegates. 


Collective Affiliations—At our Convention, the importance 
of collective affiliation was stressed. Locals of trade 
unions, of political parties, of workers’ clubs, fraternal 
and other organizations sympathetic to the aims of the 
F.S.U. should be approached immediately and their affilia- 
tion secured. 


S.R.T. Circulation Campaign—The Convention adopted a 
plan for a campaign to increase the circulation of Soviet 
Russia Topay. The goal set for the year was 50,000 
readers ; if we succeed in reaching this realizable goal we 
will be able to increase the number of pages from 20 
to 32. The immediate goal is 32,000 readers by June 
first, which means getting 10,000 new readers. This will 
enable us to add four pages. If we reach this goal, the 
individual sending in the largest number of subscriptions 
will receive as first prize a free trip to the Soviet Union. 
There are thousands of American workers and others 
who would read our magazine if it were brought to their 
attention. A large number of these would become active 
or associate members of the F.S.U. We appeal to every 
branch, every member, every sympathizer to assume a 
share of the work of building a mass circulation upon 


which the effectiveness of the F.S.U. in carrying out its 
tasks depends to a large degree. 


Every F.S.U. branch and sympathetic organization 
should immediately obtain an adequate supply of pam- 
phlets and books and make a systematic, persistent effort 
to increase the sale of this literature, utilizing every op- 
portunity and channel to reach a wider circle of readers. 


Associate Members— The creation of a new category of 
F.S.U. members by enrolling sympathizers as associate 
members gives us new opportunities. Associate members 
do not replace active members but rather supplement 
them. Associate membership at $1.50 per year includes 
a subscription to Sovier Russta Topay, thus extending 
its influence. The recruiting of associate members will 
lay the foundation for a stronger active membership. 

But the active members remain the real shock-brigade 
corps of the F.S.U. Only the rapid and extensive re- 
cruiting of active members will guarantee the fulfillment 
of our tasks. A planned and continuous solicitation drive 
is urged upon every branch as a duty imposed upon us 
by the imminence of war. The Japanese imperialists and 
the German Nazis are planning “to shove their swinish 
snouts into the Soviet garden.” We can help the Soviet 
workers and farmers and their Red Army to prevent the 
imperialist swine from digging up the roots of a classless, 
socialist society, from destroying the fruits of the first 
and second Five-Year Plans, which are being plucked by 
the Soviet people who, for sixteen long years, have been 
sowing the seeds and cultivating the ground of the Soviet 
garden, whose harvest is prosperity and happiness for 
those who toil. 





ORGANIZING FOR THE F.S.U. 


Correcting Our Sectarian Mistakes 
By BONCHI FRIEDMAN 
Executive Secretary of New York District 


HE stack of letters on our desk is-mounting daily. Many 

of them contain questions on how to organize branches of the 
F.S.U. These letters come from Metropolitan cities, from typical 
“Middletowns,” and from remote villages in Dakota, Wyoming, 
California. 

The response to our National Convention and to the radio broad- 
cast, on the national hook-up, created for us prestige and oppor- 
tunities. People throughout the land are eager to help us, and to 
organize branches of the F.S.U. 


How to Start a Branch—This is a very simple matter: You 
get together a group of people, elect a secretary, organizer, a lit- 
erature agent, and a membership director. You write to the Na- 
tional Office for dues stamps and membership books; arrange 
lectures, meetings, Soviet film showings, concerts, and sell Sovrer 
Russia Topay, and other literature. Make appeals for membership 
at all these meetings; arrange exhibitions with Soviet posters, 
photos, books, placards, etc., which the National Office will supply ; 
sing Soviet songs; make every meeting interesting. Send in fifty 
per cent of the profits from all your affairs to the National Office. 
These directions bring results, when properly applied, but to build 
the F.S.U. organization, to assure its growth, our friends have to 
know, not only what to do, but also what not to do. 

An individual, on his own initiation, or so instructed by a group, 
obtains general information and suggestions from the National 
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Office and then proceeds to form a branch. They then elect an 
executive committee, which divides the functions among the organ- 
izer, literature agent, secretary, and membership director. 

With some exceptions, the branches in New York are very active 
in realizing the aims of the F.S.U. During the winter months, the 
New York branches hold 30 to 40 lectures and meetings each 
month, and in the Spring, Summer and Fall, including open-air 
meetings, 20 a month. They arrange demonstrations, mass affairs. 
Likewise, some branches in California have done good work. In 
the face of actual terror in Los Angeles the friends there made 
progress. On the other hand, many branches like Detroit, Chicago, 
Seattle, etc., have been carrying on their activity in a half-hearted 
way. They sell some literature, arrange a lecture once in a while, 
some pay dues, others don’t, and members drop out for lack of 
life in the branch. 


Is there any inherent reason for it? No! Our branches are in a’ 


position to carry on the most colorful and interesting activity which 
would, most naturally, be accompanied by growth. Even in terror- 
ridden cities, where our organization was practically illegal, the 
persistence of our organization helped conquer the terror. Where 
our branches don’t grow, the reasons are subjective. Often the 
executive committee consists of a few bureaucratic people, lacking 
initiative; doesn’t develop activity, or it drags the branch into 
activities of other organizations and the members forget the duties 
of the F.S.U. Here is a typical example of: 


What Not to Do 


In a city, with about 2 million people, the F.S.U. held a general 
membership meeting with only 28 members in attendance! In the 
midst of the meeting, someone made a speech against war and 
finished with taking up a collection for the League Against War 
and Fascism. Following this, an active member of the F.S.U. 
attempted to sell tickets for an I.L.D. affair, which took place on 
the same night as a scheduled F.S.U. affair. After the meeting (at 
12:30) two members told me that they would quit the F.S.U. 
The financial secretary of the organization had never functioned, 
but the organization tolerated it. It is not surprising, then, that 
they have only 28 people at a general membership meeting. On 
the other hand, of the 22 branches in New York, 16 are very 
active, and until the Convention have been the main-stay of the 
National organization. Their one short campaign, on the basis of 
socialist competition to increase the circulation of SOVIET 
RUSSIA TODAY, raised sales from 1400 to 4200. They are so 
F.S.U. conscious, that they maintained an organizer, Bonchi Fried- 
man, in California for three months, in order to help build up that 
district. 

Some Strong Branches, and Why—In Oakland, California, 
we have from 8 to 9 groups. These are small groups, but because 
the executive committee consists of people who have had organiza- 
tional training, these branches are growing. Each member of the 
executive committee who performs a function, knows that he has 
to make a report. They read the communications from the Na- 
tional office, discuss each point thoroughly and carry out their 
decisions. Their meetings and affairs are never failures, because 
they do their advertising systematically. Their leaflet distribution, 
sale of SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY, branch discussions of topics 
pertaining to the Soviet Union, are carried out in a systematic 
way. The F.S.U. in Oakland and Los Angeles, has influence and 
prestige. 

An Excellent Branch 

An indication of what a branch can and should do, is the one 
in Santa Cruz, California. It is a small American town, but that 
branch, in its unique activity, can challenge any branch in the 
country. They have 35 dues-paying members, all in good standing. 
They arrange good lectures and discussions, and showings of Rus- 
sian films. They supply their village library with SOVIET RUS- 
SIA TODAY, and other literature. A large number of people in 
and around Santa Cruz, who were formerly prejudiced, are now 
supporters of the Soviet Union peace policies, and interested in the 
U.S.S.R. The branch collected 17,0000 Ibs. of expensive hand 
tools, which they shipped to the Soviet Union. ‘They sent blue 
prints and selected seeds and tools to the collective farm which is 
managed by McDowell. Through their initiative, many people 
bought Soviet bonds. The branch has taken patronage over an- 
other town, Salinas. They are building a branch there, and they 
gave us a member of the National Committee, Casper Bauer, an 






OUR IMMEDIATE TASKS 


active A. F. of L. member. This branch has invented its own 
activities and if other branches had as much initiative, they would 
grow and become effective defenders of the Soviet Union. . Each 
group in its own locality, can carry on its education, entertainmeuts, : 
open-air meetings, branch discussions, in a way conducive to 
healthy growth and meeting the needs of that particular area. The 
members and visitors should find themselves in an atmosphere of 
friendship and warm welcome, regardless of their differences on 
other political questions. 

Against this branch, are others which are shriveled like old 
baked potatoes. A branch in the middle west used to actually 
examine its new applicants, to make certain that they were not 
socialists! The practice of other branches, to hold lectures on the 
coming of the revolution in the U. S. is incorrect. Because of 
this sectarianism, and other reasons, the F.S.U. was wiped out in 
these places. The National Office criticized our Chicago friends 
for this mistake. They are now coming into their own again. 


Don’t Meet in a “Red Center” 


The lone branch in San Francisco, with an office, and full-time 
paid organizer, held its meetings in what they called a “Red 
Center.” Only those who were already friends of the Soviet Union 
were attracted to the F.S.U. Others thought that the F.S.U. lured 
them in under false slogans, in order to “baptize” them in the red 
of the hammer and sickle. They left the F.S.U. and prevented 
others from joining. This branch has now only 10 disgruntled 
members. 


At the National Convention, a letter was read from the Inter- 
national Bureau. In it is clearly stated the non-sectarian line, the 
independent role our F.S.U. is supposed to play in the defense of 
the Soviet Union. They tell us that only recommended literature 
about the Soviet Union should be sold. Under no circumstances, 
should collections be made, or tickets sold, other than for F.S.U. 
work. Our lectures, leaflets, demonstrations, etc., should all be 
linked up with the Soviet Union. The International Bureau em- 
phasizes that—“the Socialist and Communist worker, the radical 
intellectual, the farmer, the determined opponent of war, the lib- 
eral Democrat or Republican, may all possess sympathy for the 
Soviet Union and an equal opposition to imperialist intervention, 
but each one has necessarily, his own special emphasis upon va- 
rious questions. That, however, is of no consequence for the 
F.S.U. for the F.S.U. organizes genuine interest, sympathy and 
support for the Soviet Union, of any kind and by any person.” 

We are now on the way to build a strong organization. 
Energetic functionaries of every branch, who know what they 
want and how to enthuse the members for cooperation in our 
work, if they follow the line and policy of the international. 
and national organization, can build up real functioning: 
branches capable of spreading the truth about the Soviet 
Union, and successfully defending the first workers’ republic. 





FROM A DELEGATE TO THE F-.S.U. 
CONVENTION 


- WAS a delegate to your first National Convention and it 

was somewhat of a thrill for me. Three years ago, I was 
entirely antipathetic to the revolutionary movement as a whole. 
It was a searching desire to know the truth about some profound 
things that led me to questioning. And now, I am beginning to 
feel the warmth, the sincerity and the depth of the movement. 

“My purpose in writing to you is to tell you that your organi- 
zation, with its convention, served to bring me strides closer— 
emotionally and intellectually—as it must have done for many 
others. Your purpose is clear! You want to build active Soviet 
defenders, and Soviet defenders are defenders of the best interests 
of the working class. Because of the obstacles in their way the 
determination of the workers becomes powerful—one defeat is 
followed by two advances. 

“T’m glad of this chance to tell you that I’m happy there’s an 
F.S.U. On to a United Front of Soviet and Worker Defenders.” 


One of the 980 Delegates. 
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WOMAN IN SOVIET RUSSIA 


By Fanina Halle—translated by Margaret Green. 
The Viking Press, $4.50. 


} ANINA HALLE’S book is a thorough examination of the 

position of women in the Soviet Union up to 1933. It is not as 
readable as it might be, perhaps because it is a translation (from 
the German) but it has much to recommend it. In particular 
Fanina Halle adds notes on the history of women in Russia and 
an account of feminine activities in the revolutionary movements 
beginning with the Cossack revolt in 1819 to the growing mass of 
material in the English language on the subject of Russian women. 
Her carefully explained historical background to the present status 
of women in the U.S.S.R. is extremely valuable in that it develops 
how and why Russian women are striving for a new life. Occa- 
sionally she neglects her own historical findings by stating that 
certain social innovations occurred only after the Bolshevik Revo- 
lution when that was not the case; and she is inclined to ignore 
the trends towards emancipation of women discernible in Tsarist 
Russia but not completely fulfilled until after 1917. These errors 
may be due to a justifiable enthusiasm for what the Revolution 
has done for Russian women. However, since the Russian people 
themselves do not readily indulge in overstatements as to the 
effects of their Revolution but prefer to follow the dialectical 
method of presenting a subject in its full historical setting, it 
behooves westerners when writing about the Soviet Union to 
follow their example. Nor does Fanina Halle adequately present 
the differences in social development between peasant women and 
those belonging to the more backward minor nationalities and the 
relatively advanced women living in urban communities—although 
she has not confined observations to large cities alone. 

Nevertheless this volume is very important not only for the 
historical background developed in it, and the author’s quite ex- 
cellent understanding of Communist ideology, but also because she 
has so skillfully combined her own observations with translations 
fram Russian authorities, both pre-revolutionary and Soviet, 
without implying that she herself has seen things which she has 
merely read about or been told as so many European and Ameri- 
can authors are prone to do. 


ALICE WITHROW FIELD. 


> 


Our correspondent discovers A NUDIST COLONY in the woods 
near Moscow! The younger generation takes a sun bath at 
Lopasia, International Children’s Village, where there are children 
of 150 nationalities. 


The famous Filipov family at home—every member a shock 
brigader, even the children. The Soviet Government does 
NOT break up the home; that’s what capitalism does. 








What Sherwood Eddy Failed to Learn 


RUSSIA TODAY: WHAT CAN WE LEARN 
FROM IT? 


By Sherwood Eddy. Farrar & Rhinehart, $2.50. 


c HIS book is the best example I have found of the dilemma in 
which the liberal or liberal-socialist finds himself when he 
attempts to evaluate what is going on in the Soviet Union. Mr. 
Eddy is unusually well-informed about his subject, having made 
ten trips to Russia altogether, two of them while the Tsarist 
regime was still in power. The defects of this book, then, are not 
those of ignorance; rather, they are due to the author’s inability or 
unwillingness to follow through to the end the implications of the 
Soviet socialist system. 

The bulk of Mr. Eddy’s volume is devoted to a favorable, and 
in many places enthusiastic, account of Soviet “contributions to 
human welfare.” The author sums up sympathetically, interest- 
ingly, and for the most part accurately many of the outstanding 
achievements of the new Russia. And he brings in constant com- 
parisons with the United States and other capitalist countries that 
are far from complimentary to the social and economic systems of 
these nations. But Mr. Eddy introduces the reader to this part of 
the book with some fifty pages of most confused and misleading 
statements on what he considers the evils of the Soviet regime. 

As a liberal Mr. Eddy objects strenuously to what he considers 
“the denial of liberty” in Russia; as an absolute pacifist he is 
horrified at the existence of violence and compulsion; as a former 
Y. M. C. A. secretary he is scandalized at the increasingly suc- 
cessful campaign to free the Russian people from the superstitions 
of religion. He sees but dimly the connection of these so-called 
evils with the many and far-reaching benefits about which he tells 
us. He never seems to realize that the alternative to a progressive 
and intelligent proletarian dictatorship in Russia exercised on 
behalf of the masses of the people was and is a stupid and reac- 
tionary Tsarist or White or Fascist dictatorship on behalf of a 
tyrannous minority. 

Mr. Eddy, like so many others, thinks that it is possible to get 
the new society without paying for it. But new societies cost 
something; and in a world where sweetness and light are still very 
far from being the ruling forces’the cost may be considerable. All 
this is not to say that the Soviet Government has not made 
serious mistakes and, especially on the agricultural front, resorted 
to a kind and degree of compulsion both unfruitful and unnecessary. 
The Communist leaders, have frankly acknowledged this and 
rebuked those responsible. Where Mr. Eddy goes astray is not in 
criticizing certain aspects of Soviet life, but in criticizing with so 
little discrimination and with so little regard to possible and 
realistic alternatives that, were his advice followed, there could 
not have been and could not be any Soviet state at all. 

In one place, however, Mr. Eddy comes very close to giving 
himself away. “The last World War,” he says, “left, of com- 
batants and non-combatants, 26,000,000 dead. The Marxist Octo- 
ber Revolution did not sacrifice 2,600 in the actual fighting of a 
revolution that was almost bloodless, until during the counter revo- 
lution there was an attempt to kill Lenin and to restore the 





Moscow—once a city of churches and palaces of aristocrats ; 
now one of the leading industrial cities of the world, a city 
of schools, museums, theatres, libraries, workers’ clubs, and 
other cultural institutions; the capital of the world prole- 
tariat, where the central organizations of the Soviet Govern- 
ment, the cooperatives, the trade unions, etc., and the Com- 
intern, are located. It has been transformed from a dirty 
medieval city into a clean modern city for workers. 
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Tsarist order. Wherein was a war holy which slew in its Moloch 
sacrifice twenty-six millions, and a revolution for social justice 
and a new social order of a classless society abhorrent which 
sacrificed less than twenty-six hundred lives?” This is indeed a 
most excellent question. The pity is that in his numerous works 
Mr. Eddy has never once thought through all its implications. 


CORLISS LAMONT. 


Books and Pamphlets on 


WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN THE 
SOVIET UNION 
WOMEN IN SOVIET RUSSIA, by Fanina Halle, Viking 
PU, FEE cuddig nds nekecswigasapeadsdicasweaanecasas $4.50 


WOMEN IN SOVIET RUSSIA, by Jessica Smith, Vanguard 
BS SED osc chcncdopsins so cudbsntcatiicgeseewntennsennt 75¢ 


PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN SOVIET 
RUSSIA, by Alice W. Field. Dutton, 1932........... $3.00 


THE SOVIET WORKER, by Joseph Freeman, Liveright, 
1932 $2.50 
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LABOR PROTECTION IN SOVIET RUSSIA, by George M. 
Price, M.D., International Publishers, 1928.............. 50c 


RED VIRTUE, by Ella Winter, Harcourt Brace, 1933... .$3.00 
THE NEW SCHOOLS OF NEW RUSSIA, by Lucy L. W. 


ee: VOR, TONE on ds endidccéccevsccnsescvcacced 75¢ 
IN PLACE OF PROFIT, by Harry F. Ward, Scribners, 
SI stiscck scab kusndiene pideebviesnactieseanananee $2.50 
THE SOVIET CHALLENGE TO AMERICA, by George S. 
Cs, DO GH: TOE ib vndetdivccuccusscdsdcucscannss $4.00 
RED MEDICINE, by Sir Arthur Newsholme and John A. Kings- 
te: SU, THEE vccvccncnvoccncesebsdndusssccend $2.50 
THE BIOLOGICAL TRAGEDY OF WOMEN, by Anton 
Nemilov, Covici-Friede, 1933 ......ccccccccccccccccces $3.00 


THE SOVIET LAW ON MARRIAGE (full text of the code of 
laws on marriage and divorce) International Publishers... .5c 


WORKING WOMEN IN THE SOVIET UNION, by Sibiriak, 
Tea FURS oc doaec cddick des cewadetadsiasice 5c 


HEALTH WORK IN SOVIET RUSSIA, by Anna J. Haines, 
VRE FURIE co nccvcctacnccendbanssescoscescisscesass 75c 


PROTECTION OF MOTHERHOOD AND CHILDHOOD IN 
THE SOVIET UNION, by Dr. Esther Conus........... 50c 


LENIN ON THE WOMAN QUESTION, by Clara Zetkin. .5c 


Order all literature from F.S.U. Book Service 
80 East 11th Street, New York, N. Y. 


TO SOVIET RUSSIA 


They call me blind although I plainly see 

The rags you wear, the earth upon your heels. 
They're mad who miss behind the thundering dust 
The onrush of your Plan’s gigantic wheels. 


j. T. 











The three drawings on this page are from 
KARL MARX’S “CAPITAL” IN LITHOGRAPHS 
By Hugo Gellert—Long and Smith—$3.00 ~ 


The immortal “DAS KAPITAL” of Kari Marx is condensed 
to a basic sixty pages, each illustrated with a lithograph inter- 
preting the struggle between capital and labor. The philosophy of 
Marx is the philosophy from which flow all the victories of 
socialist construction, the philosophy upon which Lenin and Stalin 
based their leadership. Marxist ideology permeates the life of the 
Soviet Union. Whoever would understand Soviet Russia must 
study Marx. 


Hugo Gellert has not only depicted with sympathy and power 
the struggles of the proletariat, but he has shared in them. Born - 
in Budapest, he came to America as a child and started to work in 
a machine shop at the age of fourteen. He studied art at the 
National Academy of Design. Later he dug ditches, picked cotton, 
taught school, and worked in steel mills. The writings of Karl 
Marx have given content and direction to his life, as to the lives 
of thousands of other artists and writers throughout the world. 


L. M. O. 








In the United States 2 per 
cent of the people own 80 
per cent of the wealth; the 
tools of production are pri- 
vately owned by capitalists 
like Henry Ford who buy 
the labor of workers as they 
buy any other commodity— 
at the lowest possible price. 
Production for profit results 
in periodic crises during 
which millions of men are 
unemployed. In the Union 
of Socialist Soviet Republics 
the workers collectively own 
the factories and other means 
of production and operate 
them for use and not for 
profit. Hence there are no 
idle factories nor any job- 
less men in the workers’ re- 
public, no exploitation, no 
crises. 
Lithographs by Hugo Gellert 
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Professor Schmidt telling Moscow children about his experiences 

in Arctic exploration; in the background is a stuffed polar bear 

in the Children’s 
Museum. 


The S.S. Chelushkin 
and Sibiriakov from 
the deck of the Kras- 
sin, plowing through 
arctic ice in the 
Kara Sea. These 
ice-breakers have 
been valuable in 
Arctic exploration 
and in the establish- 
ment of a Northeast- 
ern passage from 
Murmansk to Vladi- 
vostok. The Chel- 
ushkin sank last 
month in the Bering 
Strait. Schmidt led 
the expedition. All 
on board were saved 
except one. 





OTHER BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS 
~ RECOMMENDED 
WOMEN WHO WORK, by Grace Hutchins............. $1.00 


A study of working women in the United States, with a chapter 
on women in the Soviet Union. 


FROM THE FIRST TO THE SECOND FIVE-YEAR PLAN, 
by Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovitch .................cceeees $1.50 


THE CIVIL WAR IN FRANCE, by Karl Marx............ 25c 
Marx’ study of the Paris Commune, “glorious harbinger of the 


new society,” is a classic which should be studied. 

THE PARIS COMMUNE, by Lenin....................006 20c 

LENIN, by Joseph Stalin. A new pamphlet just printed...... 10c 

STALIN’S REPORT TO THE 17th PARTY CONGRESS 
SPD: énap conus ieaueesxcep ein beneathusuneseede 15c 


The magnificent speech of Joseph Stalin gives a complete 
review of the achievements of the first Five-Year Plan and 
the tasks of the second. It also reviews the foreign relations 
of the U.S.S.R. and analyses the crisis of capitalism, the 
growing danger of war, and gives the plans for organiza- 
tional changes in the Communist Party and Soviet Govern- 
mental apparatus. 


OTHER REPORTS OF THE 17th PARTY CONGRESS 
Printed in 10 issues of the Moscow Daily News, 
5 cents each—50 cents for the set. 
This series contains speeches by Stalin, Molotov, Kaganovitch, 
Kalinin, and other Soviet leaders. Exceedingly interesting and 
valuable information essential to a full understanding of the second 
Five-Year Plan and of the latest developments in every field of 
socialist construction. 


LETTERS FROM READERS 


‘TH editor of Sovrer Russta Topay ought to be ashamed of 
himself for publishing photos of big,husky Russian men and 
women, laughing happy boys and girls. These pictures must have 
been taken of miners in Harlan, Kentucky, or Ludlow, Colorado. 
Everybody knows that those lean, hollow-eyed Russians are killing 
and eating each other—our priests and school-teachers tell us so. 
The Russians should come to the land of liberty where we have so 
much food our rulers destroy part of it, to keep us from eating 


too much. William Brown. 


ARGARET HUNT of Aberdeen, South Dakota, sells 50 

copies of Soviet Russia Topay each month. She writes that 
by “persistently and systematically keeping on the job” she gets 
results. “I have met many rebuffs and hard words in this reac- 
tionary town ... many tell me a woman’s place is in the home, 
that I have no business organizing for the F.S.U. But I never 
give up, for I am inspired by the example of a dear comrade, 
J. B. McNamara, who is the oldest class-war prisoner in America. 
He is in San Quentin for life, but his spirit and undying faith in 
the workers remains ynbroken.” 

She is trying to get a local book store to sell Sovier Russia 
Topay. We want an army of such S.R.T. Shock Brigaders 
throughout the country; forward march to 10,000 new readers 
by June 1! 


THE F.S.U. IS A UNITED FRONT 


We have a letter from J. Peter Wood of Baltimore, member of 
the Socialist Labor Party, who asks if only members of the 
Communist Party and Socialist Party and of the A. F. of L. are 
eligible to join the F.S.U. Certainly not! We welcome all 
sincere friends of the Soviet Union, all who support its policy of 
peaceful socialist construction, no matter what party they belong 
to or sympathize with. The F.S.U. is a real non-party united 
front. S. L. P. members are eligible and welcome in our ranks. 

Comrade Wood praises S.R.T. as an enlightening magazine 
with beautiful pictures and articles. We hope he will join the 
Baltimore F.S.U. 


California Approves Convention Decisions 


RESOLVED THAT: 


The members of the East Bay Section, Oakland, California, after 
hearing the report of our delegate, C. I. Tobey, to the National 
Convention of the F.S.U., unanimously approve the organizational 
measures adopted by the Convention and will do all in our power 
to carry them out in our Section Committee and our Branch 
organizations. 

We will make every effort to reach our friends and neighbors 
with a realization of the present war danger, particularly to that 
great workers’ country, the Soviet Union. 


Florence C. Tobey, 
Secretary, East Bay Section .Com. 


Nina Reznikov, S.R.T. 
shock brigader of the 
East Bronx F.S.U. 
branch, who sells an 
average of 100 copies 
of our magazine every 
month. L. Schwarts- 
man of the Fordham 
branch sold over 60 
copies last month and 
pledges himself to sell 
100 this month. We 
need an army of such 
shock brigaders all 
over the U.S.A. to 
spread the truth about 
the Soviet Union 
through SOVIET 
RUSSIA TODAY. 
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JOSEPH STALIN 


N the January issue of ASIA there is an excellent article by 

Anna Louise Strong called STALIN IN ACTION. It tells of 
Stalin’s way of building collective leadership; he is a great leader 
but in no sense a dictator, such as Hitler, Mussolini or Kemal 
Pasha with whom the capitalist press frequently compares him. 

Stalin consults with those who bring problems to him; he 
draws from each his opinions, with quiet patience. keen under- 
standing, never thrusting himself forward, never seeking publicity 
or honor. Decisions are reached, not by edict from Stalin, but 
through long discussion with those whose job it is to carry out 
the “party line.’ Anna Louise Strong says that Stalin does not 
personally dominate discussions in the Political Bureau of the 
Communist Party; Voroshilov, Kaganovich, Molotov talk more 
than does Stalin, appear in public more frequently. 

Stalin, she says, swiftly sizes up men, finds out what they can 
do for the building of Socialism, fits them into the scheme of 
collective action. But he does not forcibly impose his opinions 
upon people, does not play the role of “political boss.” He 
creates a collective will for Socialism. He does not seek, like 
Trotsky, to sway masses through personal magnetism and oratory, 
to impose his will upon: others even against their will. Stalin 
clarifies, strengthens the collective enthusiasm for socialist con- 
struction, develops collective leadership, organizes and disciplines 
and leads them forward toward a classless society, with indomitable 
will and perseverance, under the banner of Leninism. 





Supply of Consumers’ Goods Increasing 


Not since my arrival in Moscow last September (that’s six 

months ago—it certainly doesn’t seem that long) have I seen 
any of the impossible living and food conditions that I heard about 
from visitors to the Soviet Union one or two years ago—and 
visitors whom I trusted, too. No doubt they were reporting Russia 
in 1931-32 as faithfully as possible but I tell you, Russia in 1934, 
at least Moscow in 1934, just doesn’t fit those descriptions. An 
indication like shop-windows, for instance, which I was told would 
be as bare as the shops behind them, must be seen today to 
appreciate the extraordinary change that evidently has taken place. 
And the windows are not disguises. The shops behind them (and 
I think by this time I’ve been in every kind of Moscow shop that 


one would require) sells everything and more than the window . 


hints at. 


I’m sure that my living conditions are as typical as a foreigner 
can find here, so there’s no point in my bragging about my room 
and treatment. 


You ask how I like it in Moscow. Instead of enumerating the 
likes, I'll run the risk of being negative and tell you that there 
are only two general dislikes—transportation and communication. 
But the city is aware of these troubles, because we have al- 
ready had the traffic problem eased a little by grand new trolley- 
buses, and by really modern new street-cars, which are gradually 
replacing all the old almost legendary street-cars. And you should 
see how careful everyone is being to keep the new street-cars new 
and handsome—to the point of swearing at anyone who nicks the 
blue paint accidentally. But the final blow to the traffic problem 
will be the subway, after it’s opened next November. The tele- 
phone trouble is being cured with dial system and the post office 
laxity is being weeded out with laws and heavy fines. Incidentally, 
one of the leaders of the post office reform is Homer Smith, who 
was one of the party of Negroes who came here to work on the 
ill-fated “Black and White.” With several of the others, Smith 
stayed, and none of them has ever been sorry he preferred to be 
welcomed and made useful in Soviet Russia to being Jim-Crowed 
around America. J 

ay Leyda 





RED PRESS BANQUET 


Sunday, March 4, 7 P.M. 

NEW STAR CASINO, 107th Street and Park Avenue 
Browder—Hathaway—F ord—Olgin—Krumbein 
Radamskys—Hall Johnson Quartette 
Bobbie Lewis of Group Theatre 
Full Dinner Served—Reservations $1.00 


c/o Press Committee 
Daily Worker—50 E. 12th St. 

























Vacation in the 


U.S.S.R. 


Travelers abroad in 1934 will find 
the Soviet Union one country in 
which travel dollars have not been 
deflated. Travel rates in dollars 
have not been increased over last 
year. The most fascinating country 
in the world may be visited at mod- 
erate daily rates on itineraries of 
from 5 to 31 days . . . Everything 
included: meals, hotels, guide-inter- 
preters, Soviet visas and all trans- 
portation within the Soviet Union. 


* 
Write for booklet 
S.R.... @ pictorial 


swing around the 
largest and most in- 
triguing country on 
the globe. 


No More Harems and Veils in Soviet Asia 


By LANGSTON HUGHES 


In Soviet Asia (look up Uzbekistan) where the women once 
wore long black veils and lived in harems, the new freedom has 
smashed a whole heap of pre-Freudian traditions. Now, just 
imagine how an Uzbek girl feels having one husband all her own 
—and not sharing him with twenty others. 


When a lady was in a harem, she couldn’t do anything about 
getting out, until the Revolution came. Now she can get a divorcé 
if she wants to. And if her man doesn’t like it, he can pick up his 
bed and walk. The law doesn’t require a wife to move out just 
because she’s gone and gotten a divorce for herself. Not any 
more. 


And now in Soviet Asia (see Tashkent) where the theatre 
used to be like the Chinese, no women allowed to act, any girl can 
go on the stage, providing that she has stage-appeal. A great 
number of young girls are dancing and singing this minute in the 
state theatres in Bukhara and Samarkand. Only males danced 
and sang there before the hammer and sickle came to break down 
harem doors and cut off veils. 





BISHOP BROWN’S BOOKS 
My Heresy 
The Bankruptcy of Christian Supernaturalism. 


Science and History. 
Each 25 Cents 


Heresy (Series of Lectures) 
Each 10 Cents 


THE BRADFORD-BROWN EDUCATIONAL CO. 
GALION, OHIO 
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TORGSIN 


- as ie eek ae 
IN EVERY CITY OF 


VU. Ss. Ss. R. 


Torgsin Orders enable your relatives in 
Soviet Russia to purchase all sorts of 
domestic or imported articles at low prices. 


For orders on Torgsin apply to your local bank, companies 
listed below, or their authorized agents 


World Tourists, Inc. 
Hudson Co. National Bank, 
Bayonne, N. J. 
U. S. Trust Co., Boston. 
Lincoln Trust Co.. Providence. 
is - Pennsylvania Co., Phila., 
a. 


UnionSavings Bank, Pitts., Pa. 


Icor, Biro-Bidjan, Corp. 
Manufacturers Trust Co. 
Public Nat’1 Bank & Trust Co. 
R.C.A. Communications, Inc. 
Union Tours, Inc. 





Torgsin Orders may be sent to anyone, in any quantity. 


Prices 
reduced 
about 50 


per cent General Representative in U.S.A. 


at Amtorg, 261 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 











A Gold Bond 


based on a successful planned economy 


UNION OF 
Soviet Socialist Republics 
7% Gold Bonds 


Interest Payable Quarterly at 
The Chase National Bank of New York 


Invesiment in these bonds provides protection 
for your funds against loss resulting from 
possible further depreciation in the dollar. 


GOLD STABILITY:—These bonds are issued in denominations of 
100 gold roubles. (A gold rouble contains 0.774234 grams of pure gold.) 
Principal and interest payments are based upon this fixed quantity of 
gold, payable in American currency at the prevailing rate of exchange. 


SAFETY:—The Soviet Government has unfailingly met all its financial 
obligations throughout the sixteen years of its existence. 


MARKEET:—The Siate Bank of the U. S. S. R. will repurchase these 
bonds on demand of the holder at any time after one year from date 
of purchase, at par and accrued interest. 


PRICE:—The price of the bonds is par—100 gold roubles. In dollars 
the price varies with the rise and fall of U. S. currency in terms of gold 
on world exchange markets. 


Circular fully describing this issue will be sent upon request 


Soviet American Securities Corp. 
30 (F) Broad Street, New York Tel. HAnover 2-5332 














INFLATION DOES NOT AFFECT 
YOUR TRIP TO THE USSR: 


Full Value For Your Dollar 
. 7 


Arrangements are now being made for special workers, 
students and teachers groups to go to the Soviet Union 
for the great May Day Celebration. 


® 
See the Soviet Union on parade 

& 

Visit Moscow, Leningrad, Kharkov, Kiev, 

Odessa and other cities 

* 

Our long and thorough experience warrants you 

the best service. 


$ 
Torgsin Orders 


sent through us are executed by mail or cable 


AT THE LOWEST RATES 


WORLD TOURISTS, ine. 


175 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 
Telephone: Algonquin 4-6656-7-8 
eS 
EXCURSION BOATS AND BUSES CHARTERED 
FOR ORGANIZATIONS AT LOWEST PRICES. 





The Language of 
the Hour 


O BE able to speak Russian! The language in which an entire 

new world is being created! The language of Today and Tomorrow! 
You can... in your own home you may have a staff of the best 
Russian teachers give you mastery of this beautifully expressive 
language in a remarkably short time. Hundreds of men and women, 
knowing only English, have mastered Russian by the new Lingua- 
phone Method. 
One hundred and fifty world famous language professors of Colum- 
bia, Oxford, Cambridge, the Sorbonne, nn, Leningrad and other 
universities made Linguaphone the simplest and soundest way to 
master a language correctly. 
The new illustrated Linguaphone Book tells how to acquire a lan- 
guage, who made Linguaphone, who uses it, what they say and 
why it is so popular. Send for it, it’s FREE. 


Linguaphone Home Study Courses: 
Latin Dutch Italian 
Japanese English Polish 
Greek Irish 
Esperanto Hindustani Czech 
Visit Our Studio for FREE DEMONSTRATION 


LINGUAPHONE INSTITUTE 
20 Rockefeller Center New York City 
LINGUAPHONE INSTITUTtr 
20 Rockefeller Center, N. Y. 


Without cost or obligation please send your Free Book SRT, and details 
of your “Pay As You Learn Plan.” 


I Wish To Speak 


























